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return Fo way 


comming through © Lancaſhire\, 
found that bis Subjects were 


debarred from L awful Recre- 
ations upon Sundays after Even- 
ing-Prayers ended, and upon 


Eh- Bo "EH And be prudently - 
confiderel that if theſe Times 


were taken from them, the mean- 


er ſort who Labour hard all ii 


2 A > 0; 


Week, ſhould have no Recreat- 
ions at all to refreſh their 
Spirits. And after bis . return, 
he farther jaw that bis Loyal i 
Subjects in all other Parts of 
his Kingdom did ſuffer in _ the 
ſame kind, though perhaps not 
in the ſame degree: And did 
therefore in bis @Princely wiſ- 
dom, Publiſh, a\ Declaration to 
0 hi loving Su bjecis, concerns 
E. lawful Sports to be nſed at 
. times, Which was Printed 
and Publiſhed by bis Royal 
Commandment. in the "Year 1618. 
In the Tenor which beriet 
followeth. 
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BY THE 


IK I'N G. 


7 Heres upon our re- 
turn the laſt Year our 
| of Scotland, we did 
publiſh. our plealute touching 
the Recreations of our People . 
in thoſe parts, under our 
Hand: For ſome cauſes Us 
thereunts moving, we have 
| thought good to command 
W theſe our Ditections then 
given in  Lancaſhive,” with 
tew words thereunto Added? 
ang. moſt {HAS to: hele 
r 


(40 
arts of our Realms, to be 
Publiſh to all our Subjects.” 
Whereas we did juſtly, in 
our Progreſs through Lanca- 
ſhire, rebuke ſome Puritanes 
| and preciſe People, and took 
[ | order that the like unlawyfull 
Carriage ſhould not be uſed 
by any of them hereafter, in 
the Prohibicing, and unlawful 
Puniſhing of our good People, 
for uſing, their Ifvful Recre- 
ations, and honeſt Exerciſes 
upon Sundays, and other Holy- 
days, after the Afternoon Ser- 
mon or Service: We now 
find that two ſorts of People, 
 wherewith that County is 
much infected, (We mean 
Papiſts and Puritans) have 
Maliciouſly traduced and. ca- 
lumniated thoſe our juſt and 
wi ; honourable 


v 
. 
© 
* 
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King, and mifinrerp! 
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TJ honoutable Proceedings.' And 
cherefore leaſt our Repatation 
might upon the ode ſide, 
W (though innocent] y) have ſome 
ert ion laid ben itz and 
chat, upon the other Putt 
otir good People in that Coun- 
tty be wilſed ey the miſta- 
tion of 
our meaning: We have there. 
fore thought gvod hereby to 
dear, and make our pleaire 
to be mamifeſted td all out 
pood People” in choſé Patt: 
It is true, chat at out᷑ firſt 
entry to "this Otovon, and 
Kingdom, we were indem d, 


and that too truly, chat our 


" County of Lende aboobded | 

more in  Popiſh Recaſants 
than any County of England; 
and thus hath. 125 continued 


ſ1 ince, 


* 
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ſince, to our great regreet, with 
little amendment, ſave that 
now of late, in our laſt riding 
through our ſaid County, we 
find, both by the report of the 
Judges, and of the Biſhop of 
/ that Diocels, that there is ſome 
amendment now daily begin- 
ning, which is no ſmall | 
contentment to Us. 
The report of this growing 
Amendment amongſt them, 
made Us the more ſorry, 
when with our own Ears we 
"heard the general complaint 
of our People, that they were 
barred from all lawful Recre- 
ation, and exerciſe upon the 
Sundays Afternoon, alter the 
ending of all Divine Service, 
which cannot but produce two 
Evil: The one, che hindring 105 
{1 8 ng 
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the Converſion of many, whom 
the Prieſts would take occaſion 
hereby to vex, perſwading, 
them that no honeſt Mirth or 
Recreation is lawful or tole- 
rable in our Religion, which 
cannot but breed a great diſ- 
content in our Peoples Hearts, 
eſpecially of ſuch as are per- 
adventure upon the point of 
turning; the other inconve- 
nience is, that this Prohibition 
barreth the common and 
meaner ſort of People from 
uſing ſuch Exeroiles as may 
make their Bodies more able 
for War, when we, or our 
Succeſſours ſhall have occafion 
to uſe them. And in place 
thereof, ſets up filthy Tipplings 
and Drunkennels, and breeds 
a number of idle and 

th re 


N 
ted Speeches in their Ale houſes. 
For when ſhall the common 
People have leave to Exercile, 
if, not upon the Sundays 
and Holidays, ſeeing the 
muſt = their Labour, — 
Win their liyingi in all Working. 


Days Ga Na 
Our expreſs aue there. 
fare i is, That che Laws of gyr 
Kingdom, and Canons of qur 
Church be as well obſerved 
in that County, as in all ther 
places of this our Kingdom. 
And n che other Part, 
That no lawful Recreation 
ſhall be barred to our gogd 
People, which {hall nat tend 
to the breach of our afore- 
ſaid Laws, and  Canens of 
our Church; Which to ex- 


prels more banden, our 


8 p eaſure 


1 TED 
pleaſure is, That the Biſhop, 
and all other inferiour Church. 
men, and Church-wardens, 
ſhall for their parts be-careful 
and diligent, both to inſtruct 
the Ignorant, and convince 
and reform them that are Miſ- 
led in Religion, preſenting 
them that will not conform 
themſelves, but obſtinately 
ſtand out, to our Judge and 
Juſtices: Whon! we likewiſe 
command to put the Law in 
due Execution againſt them. 

Our plealure likewiſe is, 
That the Biſhop of that Dio- 
ceſs take the like ſtraight order 
with all the Puritans and 
Preciſians within the ſame; either 
onſtraining them to conform 
hemlelves, or to leave the 
2ounty according to tbe 

Laws 


wich uſed, lo as the ſame be 


ee. 

Laws. of our Kingdom, and; 
anons ot our Church, and 
ſo to ſtrike equally on both 
Hands, againſt the Contemners 
of our Authority, and adver- 
faries of our Church. . And 


28 for our good Peoples Law- 


ful Recreation, our pleaſure 
likewiſe is, That after the end 
of Divine Service, our good 
People be not diſturbed, letted, 
or diſcouraged from any lawful 
Recreation, ſuch as Dancing, 
either Men or Women, Ar- 
chery for Men, Leaping, 


\ 
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Vaulting, or any other luch 
harmleſs Recreation, nor from 
having of. May-Games, Whit- 
ſon Ales, and Morris-Dances, 
and the letting up of May- 
Poles,” and other Sports there. 


had 


61100 
had in due and convenient 
Time, without impediment ot 


neglect of Divine Service; And 
that Women ſhall have leave 
to carry Ruſhes to the Church 
for the Decor ing of it, accord - 
ing to their old Cuſtom. But 
with all, we do here account 
Rill as Prohibited, all gnlaw- 
ful Games to be uſed upon 
Sundays. only, as Bear and 
Bull baiting, Interludes, and at 
all tirnes in the meaner ſort of 
People by Law ' Frobiibited, 
Bowling. 

And likewiſe we barr from 
this Benefit and Liberty, all 
ſuch known Reculants, eithet 
Men or Women, as will ab. 
ſtain from coming to Church 
or Divine Service, being there 


fore unworhy of "any latv ful 
Recre- 
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Recreation after the ſaid Ser- 
vice, that will not firſt come 
to the Church, and ſerve God : 
Prohibiting in the like ſort the 
ſaid Recreations to any that, 


though conform in Religion, 


are not preſent in the Church 
at the Service of God, before 
their going, to the (aid Recre- 
ations. Our pleaſure likewiſe 
is, That they to whom it 
belongeth in Office, (hall pre- 
ſent, and ſharply Puniſh all 


| ſuch as in abuſe of this our 


Liberty, will uſe theſe Exerciſes 
before. the ends of all Divine 
Services for that Day, And we 
likewiſe ſtraightly command, 
that every Perſon ſhall reſort to 
his own Pariſh Chuich to here 
Divine Service, and each Pariſh 


by it {elf to uſe the ſaid Re- 


creation 


013) 


creation after Divine Service; 


Prohibiting likewiſe any Of- 


fenſive Weapons to be carried 
or uſed in the ſaid times of 
Recreations. And our plea- 
ſure is, That this our Decla- 
ration ſhall be publiſhed by 
order from the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſs, through all the Pariſh 
Churches, and that both our 


Judges of our Circuit, and our 


Juſtices of our Peace be infor- 
med thereol. 


Given at our Mannozr of 
Greenwich, the four and twentieth 
Day of May, in the Sixteenth Iear 
of our Reign of England, France 
and lreland, and of Scotland the 
Une and Fiftieth 


Now 


7 1 
Mor out of a like pions Care 
for the Service of God, and 

for ſuppreſſing of any — 
that oppoſe Truth, and for the 
ö Eaſe, Comfort, and Recreation of 
. our well deſerving People, we do 
11 ratiſie and Publiſh this our Bleſ- 
[1 ſed Fathers Declaration: The ra- 
ther becauſe of late in ſome 
Counties of our Kingdom, we 
find that under pretences of taking 
away Abuſes, there have been 4 
general ſorbidding, not on) of 
ordinary Meetings, but of the 

| Feaſts of the - Dedication of the 
( burches, commonly called Wakes. 
Now our expreſs will and pleas 
ſure is, that theſe Feaſts, with. 
others, ſhall be obſerved,” and that 
i our Juſtices of the Pease in «their 
4 | "oC Diviſions 1 look to it, 
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615) CE, 
both that all Diſorders there, 
may be pre yented or puniſhed; 
and that all Neighbourhood and 
Freedom, with Manlike and Lau- 
ful Pxercize be uſed. ' And we 
farther Command our Tuſtices 
of Aſſiſes in their ſeveeal Ctrcnits, 
to ſee that no Man do trouble 
or, moleſt any of our Loyal and 
Dutifui People, in or for their 
lawful Recreations, having firſt 
done their Duty te God, and 
continuing in Obedience to us and 
our Laws. And of this we com- 
mand all our Fudges, Juſtices of 
the Peace, as well within Liberties 
as withaut Mayors, Bayliffs, Con- 
ſtables, and other Officers, to 
take notice of, and to ſee obſer- 
ved, as they tender our Diſ- 
fleſure. And we farther will, 

that 


ene, 
that ' Publication of this our Com- 
mand be made by order from 
the Biſhops through all the Pariſh 
Churches of their fen Dian 
— 


"Given at our Palace of Weſt- 
minſte: the Eighteenth Day of 
October, in the Ninth Year of 
our Reign. n 
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